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unto God with my lips, my heart was far from him: and 


( 3 ) 
ee, 


d 01 ion wolls Hiw 


oof DIALOG E. 
3 Mrs. Clinket and Mit Martha Steady 18 


ac C 0 Miss Patty You have made a fine bree 
OD of work (ont; 1 hear our famous new 
prearher Mr Jewel (a) has perſuaded you to change your 
religion, and to turn N — e me there's 
talk enough about itt. l e 
- Miſs S. I wonder, Madam, that a of my in- 
ſignificance ſhould be the cauſe of ſo much converſa-* 
tion: and as to what is reported of my having chang d 
my religion, I can only ſay that it is im pelle for” me 


d have chang'd that which I never had. 


Ars. C. Lord child! don't talk ſuch nonſenſe, . am 
ſure you were always good enough before you ever heard 
np of theſe canting ſõrt of preachers. | 

Miſs S. Pray Ma'am by what rule cou'd you i Fob 
any judgment of my goodneſs ? 1 

Mrs. C. Why nobody was more conſtant at church 
and ſacrament than yourſelf z nobody more ready to do 
a charitable action when it was in your power; and no- 
body more univerſally well ſpoken of by-all the world. 

Miſs S. Theſe I apprehend are no ſcriptural proofs 
that I was in the right way to heaven, for we are told 
by an authority more than L chat the friendſhip of 
the world is enmity with God (5); and that we may give 
all our goods to feed the poor, and yet have no charity® 
at all 00 — Tis true indeed, I was a conſtant attender at 
church; but Jam forced to own that tho” I drew nigh 


indeed it is too common a caſe to ſee hundreds who make 
1 58 of going every day within the church walls——- 
| Mrs. C. 


a A Deſcendant from that venerable Prelate Biſhop Fewwel+ 
% James iv. 4. Ce) 1 Cor, xiii. 3. 


( 4 } 


Ars. C. Now you are going to be uncharitable ; this 
is what I deteſt in people of your way of thinking; you 
will allow none to be right but yourſelves. | 

Miſs S. Nay, my dear Mrs. Clinker, only hear me out 
with patience, and if there's any want of charity in the 
ſuppoſition, I have a right to retort it upon you: don't 
you remember that you told me I pang longer ſince 
than Thurſday laſt, that tho) oId Mrs. Trimwell and Mrs. 
Mam Save-all never mils'd weekly prayers nor monthly 
facrament z: yet that the one was ſo miſerably covetous 
that nobody could: live with her, aud the other ſcolded 
her ſervants to ſuch a degree that they were for ever 
complaining of her bad tempers? Ayd you ſaid at the 
ſame time that Lady Gamble, who conſtantly fits in the 
ſame pew. with you, makes no ſeruple of looking over 
her adverſary's hand at cards, and is ſo much out of hu- 
mour whenever ſhe loſes a ſhilling, that it is quite diſ- 
agreeable to play with her; and whenever ſhe wins ſhe 
will never own it. | 0 rl 4:50 e 7.96 

Mrs. C. I fancy Miſs if we were to ſearch narrowly 
into the lives of ſome wha. make high pretenſions to 
faintſhip, we ſhou'd find em not much better than their 
neighbours : and to tell you the truth, I believe they 
are all a parcel of deſigning hypocrites, and I think if 
they had their deſerts, they ought. to be well ——— : 

_ Miſs S. Softly, ſoftly, good Mrs. Clinter, who is un- 
eharitable now; At is too true, and with ſorrow I con- 
teſs that ſome ho have made great pretenſions to.relis 
gion, have diſgraced their holy profeſſion by not living 
agrecably to it; but is this any proof that none are ſin- 
tere ? the ſcriptures tell us that offences of this ſort will. 
egme, and that they muſt. needs afford matter of ſtumb- 
lng to che world; but ſtill the religion of the goſpel is 


the ſame, however unworthy. of it any of its profeſſors 


may behave themſelves: ſurely, you won't ſay that be- 


cauſe there is counterfeit coin there is , 


63 0 


coke ;\. or becauſe Judas was a traitor, ' thi al the emer 
apoſtles. were ſo-likewiſe,” 

"Mrs. C. Oh f but you! des my 0 eh 
yourſelves; chat it is no ugh to make ohe Gpelsge it 
— to know What is truth; ald therefore for my 

vn part I aſſure youT ſhalt always cohtinde in theway 
that I was brought up. antes SL "428 

- S., In the dodo baits bre . Hrinkc that 
which is not wortlf diſputing about is kot worth bavi 
and ue have an apoftit's command te coritend earneſtly 
for the faith once delivered unto "the fainrs whenever 
chat faith is attacked by men of pernicious princt = 
who Would cotrupt 72 word of e d hand 
deceitfully: but it is d ſingulat ce Gun d and 
power of real chriſtianity; om in arp ht of all the op- 
poſition and prejudices which are pow Mint jt, it 
ſtill makes its way into the heart, and 0 s chrougl 
every intervening cloud and obſtacle. — Bot methir 
we have a little departed from our-ſubje&; if I'remem- 
ber right, you mentioned Mr. Jewels fame whetr you 
firſt came in: pray did yon ever hear him? 

Auen, C. No ank God: and 1 ein tell you bree 
that good Mr. SH, Mr. and Mrs. Berg, Sir Gilbert 
Guttle, the Widow Fondle, old Lady Dowafet Crabfiotk, 
Miſs Giggle; Mrs. Manille, Mrs. Bridget Spade, © Miſs 
Fanny Painter; and I know not how 1 2 more of the 
very beſt in the pariſh are reſolved never to 80 wk 
ſide of the — — ſo long as he continues there. 

Nu 8.' Surely Mrs. Che it ſhews great want of 
candor to condem any man unheard; - 
As. C. But you know very well what an 
there is, and what diciſions are made in families by bi 
preaching „ inſomuch that the pulpits ior Agr 

ure I wiſh he had never come here diſtur ing: the peace 
eee ee 265 WAKE 

Miſs S. Yes, yes; 1 doubt not but their Reverences 
have beep froſting up their armour wa preparing 

„ their 
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Fl 
7 A 
. 2 % 
Y ”. 


— 23232 


7 
1 
SF: 


of domeſtic peace. 
ed his — = at Theſſalonica we read that the whole 
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their ammunition ever ſince they heard of Mr. Jewels 


preſentation: and truly they never preach with any de- 
gree of life and ſpirit but when they are oppoſing the 
zealous miniſters of Chriſt.— But pardon me my good 
friend, if I ſay that your objections are quite unreaſon- 


able: When our Lord himſelf was upon earth there was 


much diviſion becauſe of him; for ſome ſaid he is a 
good man, others nay, but he deceiveth the people (d); 


andi as it was then, he that was born after the fleſh. perſe- 


cuted him that was born after the ſpirit, even ſo it is 
now (e). True religion, as I remark'd before, has num- 
berleſs prejudices to fight againſt, and we are apt to 
ſteel our hearts againſt its impreſſions, becauſe it wou'd 
rob us of thoſe, pleaſures and idols which 2 us — 
deceptive happineſs here below; and amon 
charges which are brought againſt the iy nee — 
of the goſpel, there is none more frequent than that they 
are movers of ſedition, ſtilent fellows( H, and diſturbers 
When the apoſtle Paul firſt-deliver- 


city was in an uproar, and that the mob aſſaulted the 


houſe, where they ſuppoſed he was harbour'd, and drew 


out certain of the brethren, crying out, theſe that have 
turned the world upſide down are come hither alſo ( 2). 
Jeſus himſelf has alſo told us that he came not to fend 
ace On the earth but rather diviſion ; j that five in one 
ouſe ſhou'd be divided, three againſt two, and two 
againſt three, the father againſt the ſon, the ſon againſt 


the father, the mother againſt the daughter, the daugh- 


ter againſt the mother, the mother-in-law againſt the 
daughter-in-law, and the. daughter-in-law againſt. the 
mother-in-law, and that a man's greateſt foes On bis 
thaſe of his own houſhold (Hh). 

Mrs. C. I well remember hearing a ſermon upon tho 
very words, and the miniſter told us that all — texts 
of More mates to the inbire ages of the ien; 


| (4) John vii. 12. 0 Gal. iv. 29. 'f) Acts XXIV. Go 
(£) Acds xvii. 5, 6. (M Mart. x. 54+ Luke xii. 51, 52, 33 


3 


and that now chriſtjanity is eſtabliſh'd; i: is endet 
eaſe and honour, and that all oppoſition to it is ceas d. 

' Miſs S. Where real chriſtianity is eſtabliſh'd' in the 
hearr and life of any perſon, in' ſuch an-one this oppo- 
ſition is ceas'd indeed; but there are many devices of 
men which go under the name of chriſtianity, and Are 
made ſo palateable to our corrupt reaſon, and to this 
felf-righteous pride of our hearts, and withal appear ſo 
—— to our natural ideas of religion, that we cafily 

allow the gilded bait, and often receive thar for trut 
which only leads us further and further from it. 
agree with you that this ſmooth inſipid kind of feligion 
will never meet with any oppoſition Whatever: but 
the goſpel is preach'd in its life and power, when t 
depths of the fallen nature are faithfully open d wh 
man is ſtripp'd of all his fancied excellencies, 4 is 
held forth to view in the language of ſeripture as guiley, | 
helpleſs, miſerable, blind and naked; when he 1 
that he hath neither wiſdom, righteouſnieſs, ſanRifica: 
tion nor redemption but in and through Chriſk Jeſusy 
when he is boldly admoniſh'd of the utter impoſſibility 
of reconciling God and Mammon; When *his ears are 
made to tingle with that unwelcome but apoſtolie de- 
claration, © Whoſoever will be the friend of the world, 
is the enemy of God (i); I ſay when theſe grand truths 
are honeſtly applied to the conſciences of the hearers; 
then great offence will always be "taken; eſpecially by 
thoſe who have the form of err but un _ | 
power thereof. 
' Mrs. C. Really Miſs you run' on pay 1 kind 
Mr. Jeroel is now become your oracle; but however" you 
may be captivated with his long extempore harangues, 
and his theatrical geſtures, I ſh 9 all always be much rie 
pleas d with a good, ſober, moral diſcaurſe. 

Miß S. Indeed my dear Mrs. Clinker, I make no man 
my oracle but ſo far as he ſpeaks agrecable to the ora- 
cles of God: and with regard to what 3 n thought 


Proper 


(i ) James i iv. m 


( 8» 


proper = {tile dn extempore. harangues' and theatrical 
geſtures, if it be a receiv'd maxim that out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth ſpenketh, then, where the 
xreacher's heart is rally ſeaſon d with grace, there will 
bo need of the black manuſcript book, or of Doctor 
Truſcler's copper-plates, (&) : But it is a fine eaſy way of 
proceeding for a miniſter to get fifty-two old ſermons, 
witch two or three more for the great feſtivals, and to 
mumble theſe over and over and over to the ſame con- 
egation ( probes. + now. and then changing the texts) 
x. years and years together, aid when he is thus ſet up 
ith one twelve s ſtock in trade, he may then 
d his leiſure time as moſt ſuits his own inclination. 
e Fie C419, y ou are abſolutely quite ſevere and 


1 7 8. Not a at all Madam, I am far from coOndeniny 


he gxtempore ones; but. this I muſt ſay, that I ſhou'd 

have; à very mean opinion of my lawyer, and ſhou'd 
think he had not enter d very deeply into the merits of 

cauſe, if he cou'd not plead for me without havin 
Ahe {aid Written down before him; neither ſhou'd I 
think that man a very able ſpeaker in the houſe of com- 
mons, who cou'd —. on his ſubject no longer than 
whalh his ſpeech' was before his eyes.—In every ſtation 

of life we Tink ink-that whoſoever is acquainted with his 
profefſion,. ſhou'd. be ſenſibly affected with the impor- 
tance of 'what he is engaged in; hence the muſic · maſter 
(eſpecially if he have the direction of a concert) ſeems 
to. ſtrain every nerve of his body, and to have all the 
powers of his ſoul. call'd forth into action, not only be- 
cauſe he himſelf ſenſibly feels the force of harmony, but 
becauſe! he wiſhes, his auditory ſnou'd be alike touch'd 
with the pleaſing Wird Irn chen the lawyer, the {e- 


HN 11 GC C& woke (al 1. * 4 1 | nator, 


bt. See his en to the Clergy propoſes to furniſh 


em- with fermorispfinted/by copper-plates in ſuch manner us nor 
ö o be diſtinguiſhable * written hand, 


. IVE 


all written ſermons, thoꝰ you are pleas'd to condemm 


0 
} 


\ 


. 
nator, the why 5 be ſo zealouſly! affected ahout the 
things of time and ſenſe, and ſhalli thæ ambaſſadors ot che 
King of kings, the herald$ of the Lard-of hoſts, who are 
appointed to proclaim glad tidings of: great joy to loſt 


 finners, ſhall they who. deliver the meſſage of God to 


man ſpeak. in a cold unaffecting manner, as if neither 
they themſelves nor any of theit hearers had the leaf 
cancera in the ſubje&t, ? It cannat be: and theratore tha 
Lord Jehovah commanded his prophets of old ta e 
aloud and not ſpare, toflift up their voice like a HnG 
pet, and to ſmite with their hand ( H and'as if that e: 
not ſufficient to prove cheir earneſtneſs, coſtamp with chair 

oat (74), that they might ſnew the people: chain traaſgeſ. 

on, and point out to them the way ob hope and deli. 
rance. But alas! how is all zeal for: the glorꝶ of Ga and 
the good of ſouls now condemned. as frenzy and enchuſi- 
am; and whillt ſo, few miniſters ſpeak fromthe heart them 
ſelves, how is it poſſible they ſhou'd ſpeak to dhe heart 
of their, hearers.? but as ſoon as they have mutter'd-over 
the laſt page of their ditty, what can we expett. hut chat 
they, ſhoy'd fall into worldly-trifling diſeourſe with theis 


_ congregations even at the church door, and that the 


Deen themſelves, inſtead of aſking; one another 
in the language of the diſciples. going to Emmaus, did 
not our hearts burn within us while he!opeb*d-to-us the 
ſcriptures, (u) ? ſhou'd hegin talking over-all the miſerien 
anch follies of their neighbours, and perhaps my 
their deep, concern that-they want a fourth to malꝰ up 
rivate party at quadrille the next evening; Where if 
! had been at a playhouſe they wou'd nat have failid 
to have ſpoken of all that they had ſeen/and heard; A, 
15) . 8 ' _ 1 — 
Bepterton| the, player to a great digrinary: af:the 
when be aſte d. Mr. Beterton what cou d he: the-reaſan 
haz tho the players ſpoke of imagioary egg ed ths 
er of real, nc, yct am audience was — y much 


more 


affected with, ai play than Wha: nA My 
q * Lord, 
If. lviii, t. F. Exek. vic 11. / Luke xiv. 32, 


2 UM 
(1 


( 10 
Lord, replied Mr. Betterton, I apprehend the reaſon 
& to be this, that we * ſpeak of imaginary things 
re 


« as if they were whereas too many of the clergy. 
« ſpeak of real chirigs as if they were imaginary.” 

Mes. C. Mgnſtrous ! Girl, will you never have done? 
Ds you ſuppoſe that Mr. Jewel knows better than fo 
many great Divines who are twice his age ? or do you 
chink that there was no religion 1n the town till he came 


among us ? 


"Ms. Truly Mrs. Clinker I am not [For making-i in- 


vectives, or throwing out perſonal reflections, however 
'tis/an' happineſs that the word of God has given us ſome 
unerring marks whereby to know who are the true, and 
who the pretended miniſters of Chriſt. 

Mrs. C. Pray Miſs what are thoſe marks? 


. S. By the doctrines they preach, and by the NO 


they lead. — Beſides that in all ages the true miniſters 
have been few in number, and have always met with 
contempr and reproach by thoſe who rejected their meſ- 
ſage; whilſt the falſe prophets were many in number, 
and lived in eaſe and good repute among thoſe who were 
deceived by them. Hence God complain'd by the mouth 
of his faithful meſſenger Jeremiah, ſaying, the prophets 
ophecy falſely, and the people love to have it ſo: and 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf in his ſermon upon the mount 
lays, © Woe be unto you when all men ſhall ſpeak well 
of you, for ſo did your fathers of the falſe prophets; but, 
bleſſed are ye when men ſhall hate you, and when t 
mall ſeperate you from their company, and ſhall reproa 
and caft out your name as evil, for the Son of 
Mah's fake. Rejoice ye in that day, and lea for joy; for 
behold, your reward is great in heaven; er in the like 
manner did their fathers unto the prophets (o). That 
is, unto the true prophets as put in contradiſtinction to 


the falſe prophets mention d in the verſe before quoted. 


' Mrs. C. But I deſire to know by what rule you Judge 
that Mr. Jewels doctrine is ſound and true? 
Ae 8. 


' (0) Luke vi. 22, 26. 


(88 *) 


- Miſs S. Firſt, by bringing it to the only touchſtone 
of truth and falſehood, the word of God.—Secondly, by 
comparing it with an authority which I hope always to 
eſteem next to the ſcripture itſelf, the church of Eng. 
land in her liturgy, articles, and homilies. 251 

Mrs. C. Articles and homicles ! what are theſe ?l oO 
feſs I never read them, and don't N that [ ever 
heard of them. 

M/s S. The articles and homilies are our grand bul⸗ 
warks againſt Popery; they contain all the fundamen- 
tal truths of the reformation ; and no miniſter ean-be 
ordained in the church of England without making the 
moſt ſolemn declaration and ſubſcription that-he'believes 
them from his heart, to be perfectly agreeable to the word 
of God; and that he will never preach any other-doc- 
trine than that which is contain'd in them; and e 
clergyman who does preach any other doctrine, i is Iiable 
to be excommunicated and ſaſpended by the . 
until he repent of his wicked errors (g 

Mrs. C. Pray let me hear what chaſe doctrines are. 

Miſs S. They ſer forth to us the true nature of God, 
thas he exifts in three diſtinct perſons, Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe three are one; that is, 
one in nature and in effence. They inſiſt univerſall 
upon the Divinity and Godhead of Chriſt : They teach 
that man is fallen from his original ſtate of innocence, 
and that all the faculties of his ſoul are fo diforder'd by 
fin, that he hath neither will nor power to recover him- 
ſelf: That ſalvation is by grace through faith only, and 
not of works: That all works done before the grace of 
Chriſt and the inſpiration of his ſpirit, are not pleaſant 
and acceptable to God; but that where there is true and 
Irving faith in the heart, it will be as evidently. diſcert'd 


by the good works which! it een as a tree is palin 


by 1 its fruits (9). 
NM. C. — [theſe indeed the zds of the FEY 
liſh'd church? B Miſs 8. 


% Canon vth. (2) Art, ix, x, xi, xii, xiii, 
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Miſs S. They certainly are; and of every other pro- 
teſtant church whatever: nay, there is not a petition 
which the miniſter puts up from the deſk, not a collect 
throughout the whole book of common prayer, but 
what breathes the ſame humbling language, and in which 
we do not confeſs either directly or indirectly that we 
have no power of ourſelves to help ourſel ves that we 
put not our truſt in any thing that we do — that with- 
out God's holy inſpiration we cannot fo much as think 
a. good thought ; and that we are accounted righteous 
before God only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and not for our own works and 
deſervings. 

Me. C. To be ſure no man, unleſs he has a ſear'd 
conſcience, will ever ſubſcribe to what he does not 
believe, meerly for the ſake of getting the church's 
emoluments; and it is alſo certain that the prayers and 
the ſermon ought to harmonize together, and yet I can- 
not ſay that I ever remember to have heard the doc- 
trines of Chriſt's divinity, the total corruption of human 
nature, ſalvation by grace, and, what you call, the work 
of the ſpirit upon the ſoul, much inſiſted upon by our 
own miniſter ; and to deal plainly with you, Miſs Patty, 
nothing wou'd be more diſguſting to me than to hear 
ſo much about the Spzr:t, and about inſpiration, as | 
look upon every thing of this {ort to be little better than 
cant and enthuſiaſm. 

Miſs S. In whatever light you may look upon it, 
we have the voice of an "apoltle on our {ide when we 
aſſert, That if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he is none of his (7): “ and if it be cant and enthuſi- 
alm to expect the illumination, comforts, and ſanctify- 
ing influences of the Spirit, then you yourſelf pray'd no 
lets than ten times in the church ſervice laſt Sunday 
morning that you might be a canting enthuſiaſt. 

Mrs. C. If I do all that our miniſter tells me to do, 


1 
(r) Rom. viii. 9, 


( 13 ] 
believe I ſhall ſtand a very good chance for all chat; 
and if I am not ſafe; God help a many 

Miſs $. When obedience flows from the principle of 
faith working by love, it is certainly pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable to God; but if you were to keep the whole 
law in order to entitle you to heaven, and yet fail in one 
point, whether in thought, word, or deed,you wou'd he 
under the ſentence of God's wrath, and be for ever ſhut 
out from all hope of being ſaved by your own doings : 
for thus it is written, Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all (: 
and again, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law, to do 
them (2). Therefore by the deeds of the law there ſhall 
no fleih living be juſtified (). 

Mrs. C. Heighty, tighty, Miſs ! why you have got 
ſcripture at your finger's end: to be ſure you have been 
finely tutor'd for ſo ſhort a time; but if I can't be ſay'd 
by doing my beſt, how am I to be ſav'd at all!? 

Miſs S. By believing in Jeſus Chriſt, who harh "I 
deemed us a the curſe of the law, being made g 
curſe for us (v). 

Mrs. C. What then do you take me for a Jew, a 
Turk, or an Heathen ? I tell you I always beliey* din 
Jeſus Chriſt; | 

— Miſs S. It is an obſervation of the pious and learhed 
Biſhop Reynolds, that © there are no ſuch bad believers 
as thoſe who think they were always believers : ” 15 
indeed there is a wide difference between the faith 6 
cuſtom and education, and that faith which is the gif 
of God, and the work of his ſpirit ; in the heart; the 7015 
mer is common to all who proteſs themſelves chriſtians; 
the latter'is only to be found' in thoſe who have felt th 
burden of fin, and who under a deep ſenſe of theit the | 
eſtate both by nature and by practice, have fled for re- 
fuge to the hope ſer before chem in the goſpel of peace 
and ſalvation. - © B 2 M. Q 
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Mrs. C. I don't like carrying on the diſpute with you, 
but I'm reſolv'd you ſhall never perſuade me to turn. 
Miſs $. You grieve me exceedingly, dear Madam, to 
fee you ſo much prejudiced, and ſtill harping upon the 
ſame ſtring. - I declare I know not what you mean by 
turning: however as you yourſelf have mention'd the 
expreſſion, permit me in few words to tell you what 
ſort of turning the ſcripture makes eſſentially neceſſary, 
namely, a turning from nature to grace; from fin to 
holineſs, In this Enke of the word our excellent church 
teaches us to offer up our ſupplications that © the hearts 
* of the diſobedient may be ſurned to the wiſdom of the 
« Juſt;” and in the ſervice for Aſh Wedneſday we each 
pray for ourſelves, turn thou us O good Lord, and 
* ſo ſhall we be turned.” on 
Mrs. C. I tell you once more, that I hope I ſhall get 
to heaven as well as thoſe who make ſo much ado about 
it: ſo pray let us change the ſubject or I muſt go. 
Miſs S. Do, let me intreat you to fit down quietly a 
little longer, and ſuffer me to oblerve in anſwer to what 
you ſay, that there are two ſorts of hope mention'd in 
ſcripture, the hope of the hypocrite or ſelf-deceiver, 
which ſhall periſh (ww); and that lively hope full of im- 
mortality, which puriſieth the ſoul, and which maketh 
not aſham'd becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad in the 
heart by the Holy Ghoſt (x). This is that glorious; well 
grounded hope which I {ſincerely pray may be yours, 
and which ſhall never fail, till both faith and hope are 
ſwallow'd up in everlaſting love, 1 
. Mrs, C. For my part 1 wiſh to have every thing go 
A E ee e 
Miſs S. So does the common enemy of ſouls. —Par 
don the force of my expreſſion, but as it is founde 
upon ſcripture I cou'd, not help ſpeaking plainly: for 
we read in the xi th chapter of St, Luke, that when a 
ſtrong man armed Keepeth his palace, his goods are in 
peace : but when a ſtronger than he ſhall come upon 


* 


ev Job viii. 13. (x) Rom. v. 5. 
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him and overcome him he taketh from, him all his ar- 
mour wherein he truſted and divideth his ſpoils. Now , 
by the ſtrong man is Satan evidently pointed out in the 
context, and by the ſtronger man Jeſus Chriſt is as 
clearly ſer forth. Here then I muſt take the liberty of 
obſerving that as there are two ſorts of faith and two 
ſorts of hope, ſo there are two ſorts of peace mention'd 
in the word of God : the one is that wretched ſecurity 
which reſts upon every heart of man by nature, and is 
repreſented under the ſtriking images of ep, darkueſs,. 
and even of death itſelf: Hence that call of the apol- 
tle, in which all theſe three images are implied,“ Awake. 
thou that /eepeſt and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall 
give thee light (y).” This then isthat falſe peace which the 
prince of this world wiſhes never to have diſturb'd, and 
which univerſally prevails over all thoſe who thank God, 
that their conſciences were never .uneaſy about ſin.— 
But there is another ſort of peace, even that peace which, 
Jeſus bequeath'd as a dying legacy to his ſorrowing diſ- 
ciples, when he ſaid, My peace I leave with you, my 
eace I give unto you, not as the world giveth, giye 1 
unto you (z). This is that true ſolid peace which the 
world can neither give, nor take away; a peace which 
is the effect of a lively faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and of which 
St. Paul bears this ſtrong teſtimony, That it paſſeth 
all underſtanding,” — The worſt wiſh I harbour in my; 
heart towards dear Mrs. Clinker, 1s, that ſhe may ſpeedily, 


o - . 


be made partaker of it. ; | r 

Mrs. C. Thank you my dear, but I am very well 1a- 
tified with myſelf already. — Pray what do you think! 
became of all the people who died in L. r before, 
this preaching about faich and regeneration came ? Do. 
you ſuppoſe they are all damn'd.? 
Miſs S. God forbid. that I ſhou'd paſs ſentehce upon 
any perſon whatever; for tho? it is certain that where the 
blind lead the blind, both muſt fall into the ditch (a); yet 
at all times and in all places, every ſoul that is really 
converted to God and chang'd by grace, ſhall in the end 


In- 


2 Eph. v. 14. (=) John xiv. 27, (a) Mat. xv. 14. 
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inherit everlaſting life. But I am ſorry you have no bet- 
ter argument to produce than that which is in the mouth 
of every bigotted Romiſh prieſt, * Where was your re- 
ligion (ſay they to the Proteſtants) before Luther's and 
Calvin's time,” and © what is become of all the people, 
ſay you, who died in r before this preaching came? 
Mrs. C. All I meant was to expreſs my diſlike of 
innovations. 42 i 
Miſs S. Nobody I aſſure you can more ſeriouſly la- 
ment the innovations which have crept into the doctrine, ' 
diſcipline, and practice of the chriſtian church than my- 
ſelf; yet from the very ſame principles as you now ar- 
gue, the Papiſts at the time of the reformation reproach'd 
the Proteſtants, and call'd them “ the men of the new 
religion; whereas in truth their religion was the pure 
religion of the bible, long before the corruptions of po- 
xery had any exiſtence. — But ſo it is, that when truth 
as been long baniſh'd, and error has been long preva- 
lent, no ſooner does the former attempt to recover her 
place, than the latter moſt impudently denies her the 
pre- eminence, or becauſe ſhe may have been for a few 
ears in exile, or a ſtranger, even dares to affirm that 
er origin is ſpurious, and to treat her as an intruder. 
Mrs. C. What is all this to the purpoſe ? | 
"Miſs S. I preſume it is very much to the purpoſe ; 
becaufe thouſands in this land, tho' reform'd as to ſome 
ſuperſtitious ceremonies, are nevertheleſs ſunk into the 
very dregs of popiſh doctrine, without ſo much as ſuſ- 
petting it; and tho? Bible, Articles, Homihes, and the 
whole church of England liturgy are point blank againſt 
them, yet they as readily ſwallow down the proud, anti- 
chriſtian, © Jefuntical tenets of free-will, man's merit, 
rwo-fold juſtification, and even of ſinleſs perfection, as 
if they were the genuine growth of ſcripture and of pro- 
teſtantiſm; whereas in truth and in fact they are ſome of 
the rankeft weeds of the popiſh and pelagian dunghill. 
Mrs. C. Hey-day, Vhis ! I fancy you intend to take 
Orders ſoon. ances Miſs &. 
21 
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LF | 
"Miſs S. The ſubject we are upon, Mrs. Clinker, is of 
too important a nature to be put off with a ſneer. 1 
pretend not to argue with you as a divine, but as a chriſ- 
lian; and under this character, it is incumbent upon 
you, upon me, and upon all who profeſs the name of 
Chriſt, to be ready to give a reaſon for the hope that is 
in us (þ),—Surely in a matter on which my eternal fal- 
vation depends, it wou'd argue the moſt extravagant 
folly to be able to aſſign no other cauſe why I call my- 
ſelf a chriſtian, than becauſe my father and grand- 
father were ſo before me; nor why I am a proteſtant, 
than becauſe I was born in the iſland of Great Britain. 
Upon the very ſame principles, had I been born in 
Japan J muſt have been an heathen; had I been born in 
Turkey I ſhou'd have been a mahometan; and had I been 
born in France, Spain, Italy, or Portugal, I muſt have 
been a romaniſt : and every pagan, muſſulman, or papiſt, 
might give as good a reafon why they are any of the three. 
Mrs. C. Not to hold any further diſpute on that 
point, I muſt now mention an objection which I have 
very often heard brought againſt Mr. Jewel, particularly 
by my very good friends Mr. Canon Temple and old 
Lady Church, as alſo by Mr. Biſhop, Mrs. Chancel, and 
Doctor Steepleton. It is, that he is a very great favourer 
of the diſſenters, many of whom it is notorious come 
frequently to hear him. | , 
Miſs S. Mr. Jewel is a man of a candid benevolent 
temper, who hates all narrowneſs and bigotry of ſpirit; 
and tho? as a miniſter of the eſtabliſhment he bears a 
articular attachment to the church of England, yet he 
faves all ſincere chriſtians, by whatever denomination 
they may be diſtinguiſhed, and has the happineſs of be- 
ing loved by them in return. And if ſome worthy per- 
ſons among the diſſenters come often to heat him, ſurely 
this is a good proof of their catholiciſm, and cannot juſtly 
de itrade a matter of objection againſt im; for whit 
of the two is the beſt friend of the church, he WhO by 
N. 1 A. M5 5 * We preaching 


F — * 
* = *+* 


* 78) 1 Peter fl. c 


* 


62 


preaching unſound doctrine drives his hearers from the 
church to the diſſenters, or he who by faithfully declar- 
ing the whole council of God, brings the diſſenters from 
the meeting to the church? 8 

Mrs. C. I confeſs the objection appeared to me rather 
frivolous. when. L firſt heard it mentioned, and now you 
have intirely convinced me that it is ſo. 

Miſs S. J am happy to find you ſo ingenuous my dear 
friend, and ſince we are upon the ſubject, permit me to 
obſerve concerning diſſenters that we ought always to 
rank them into two claſſes, viz. thoſe who diſſent in ſome 
eſſential points of faith, and thoſe who diſſent only in 
ſome little circumſtantial matters of external worſhip and 
diſcipline. The former are the dangerous diſſenters, .and 
we ought the more tv be on our guard againſt them ; 
becauſe legions of them who love the church's prefer- 
ments, much better than her doctrines, have taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of our pulpits, from whence they vent their 
poiſonous errors without diſmay or controul. With 
theſe diſſenters it is impoſſible to live in harmony and 
friendſhip, and we are even enjoined not to bid them 
God ſpeed, nor even to receive them into our houſe, leſt 
we ſhould be partakers of their ſins (c), But whereas 
I obſerved before, there is no other diſſention than about 
ſome trifling modes and ceremonies, there we may {till 
be united in heart and affection, ſeeing we may be all 
members of that ſame myſtical body whereof Chriſt him- 
ſelf is the head. Thus that man is no dangerous diſſenter 
who perhaps ſcruples to put on a ſurplice when he prays 
in public, for he may nevertheleſs have put on the TD 
Jeſus Chriſt, and may prey with the ſpirit. and with the 
underſtanding (a4): but he is a dangerous diſſenter who, 
whether he wear the ſurplice or no, is not clothed with 

that white linen which is the righteouſneſs of the 5 
and who denies that the ſpirit helpeth our infirmities at 
teacheth us to pray (F). In ſhort, the whole world is 

(c) 2 John x. 11. C4 Rom. xiii. 14. Pf. xlvii. 7. ts 
dee Rev. xix. 8. / Rom, viii. 26. 
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divided only into two forts of people, converted and un- 
converted, the children of God and the children of this 
world: and at the great day it will not be aſk*d whe- 
ther a man receiv*d the communion fitting or kneeling, 
nor whether he was baptiz'd ſooner or later, by ſprink- 
ling or by immerſion; but whether the blood of ſprink- 
ling was ever applied to his conſcience, whether he ever 
knew what it was ſpiritually to feed upon Jeſus Chriſt by 
living faith; and whether he was ever made partaker of 
the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt; for in both ſacraments 
e the outward form or viſible ſign” (as our catechiſm 
calls it) can be of no avail without * the inward and 
ſpiritual grace,” or thing ſignified. 

Mrs. C. I thank you for thus ſtating the diſtinction, 
and cannot help acknowledging the juſtneſs of it. But 
I muſt ſtill beg leave to mention one or two other mat- 
ters which I have heard objected againſt Mr. Jewel, 

Miſs S. Pray Mrs. Clinker ſpeak without reſerve : I 
aſſure you I ſhall be far from vindicating him in any 
thing that may appear improper. | 

Mrs. C. Laſt night I happened to be playing a pool 
at Mrs. Shuffleton's, with old Mrs, Honour Cutwell, Mrs. 


Pryabout, Lady Wormwood, and a few other friends, and 


who ſhould come in but Doctor Arius Chadman, and 
with him the grave and ſedate Mr. Heartwhole During 


the time of tea, and between the deals, the converſation  . 


almoſt intirely turn'd upon Mr, Jewel. Mr. Heartwhole 
ſaid he wondered any body ſhou'd be ſo ab/urd as to run 
after him, and that in general the people of this way 
were either poor 1gnorant creatures who 3 no better, 


or elſe, ſuch as had been very looſe and profligate in 


their morals. Doctor Chadman immediately acquieſced 
in the remark, as did alſo the whole company, and in- 
deed I was ſo much ſtruck with the propriety of it, 
that I gave my hearty approbation to every word which 
was ſpoken, 8 | 


o” Miſs 8. 
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A 8. From the very firſt ages of the church down 
| to the preſent period, the ſame cavils have always been 
| rais'd againſt the goſpel and its faithful miniſters, by 
N men of the fame character with Doctor Chadman and 
| Mr. Heartwhole. When God himſelf was manifeſt in 
the fleſh, tho? the common people (we read) heard him 
; gladly, yet it was taunted againſt his diſciples © have 
8 any of the Rulers or of the Phariſees believed on him ? | 
and he himſelf was reproach'd as being a friend of pub- 
licans and ſinners. But by thoſe very means which 
man makes uſe of to pour contempt upon true religion, 
God does and will get himſelf the greateſt glory, viz. 
by inſtructing the moſt ignorant, and pardoning the 
moſt guilty. Flad Jelus intended to propagate his goſ- 
pel bo Ry grandeur and worldly wiſdom, he never 
I wou'd have appeared on earth as the reputed ſon of a 
1 carpenter, nor have choſen poor illiterate fiſhermen to 
be his chief companions, and the principal inſtruments 
of accompliſhing his great deſigns, and however theſe 
objections may and do prove © as ſtones of ſtumbling 
and rocks of offence, to men who are wiſe 1n their own 
conceits, and righteous in their own eyes;“ yet our 
bleſſed Lord inſtead of endeavouring to obviate them, 
if plainly told the ſeli-juſtifying phariſees, that publicans 
1 and harlots wou'd go into the kingdom of heaven be- 
fore them, that the whole needed not a phyfician, but 
thoſe that were fick; and never perhaps did he know 
an happier hour, (for it is written *that he rejoiced in 
{pirit,”) than when he ſaid “II thank thee father, Lord 
ot heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto. 
babes: even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
light.“ 

So C. Pray Miſs Patty did you ever converſe with: 
Parion Squabble upon theſe ſubjects? I'm perſuaded he 


wou'd ſoon ſet you right, if you wou'd but mind what 
he ſays. 
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Mzſs S. 1 am no ſtranger to the Fr” character of 
Parſon Squabble. He is as ly a fellow as any in Eng- 
and; there's he and the Rev. Mr. Guzz/z go every now 
and. then to dine with Squir- Gawkey at Noodle hall, and 
there they ſit and cram the. nſelves up to the throat, and 
by way of making the Squire Jaugh tell him a parcel 

ridiculous lies about methodiſts, and then they go 
away and in return laugh at him in their ſleeves. And 
if you have a mind to have any farther inſight inte 
good Parſon Squabble's character, I can aſſure you that 
if he was but half as active to ſave his pariſhioner's ſouls 
as he is to wrangle with them about aſſeſſments, he 
would be one of the beſt clergymen in the county, bur 
the truth 1 is that poor Sguabble is much more expert in 
worrying the rant. To feeding them. 1 10 

Mrs. C. Well, well, may be ſo. — But I ſhall now 


mention a very great oddity that I have heard of 15 


Jewwel. | 
Miſs S. What is that, Mrs, Clinker ? | 
Mrs. C. They tell me that he goes a viſiting all bout 
his pariſh ; and that he is ſcarcely got into an houſe: but 


he begins about religion, Yor my own part I ſhou'd be 
frighten'd to ſee him come in. 


Miſs S. If the ſubject were not too ſerious my friend's 
objection wou'd really extort a ſmile from me. Tis 
true Mr. Jewel looks upon it to be his incumbent duty 
to viſit his pariſhioners, purſuant to the ſolemn 
he receiv*d from the Biſhop for hat purpoſe and when 
he does viſit them, he thinks it wou'd be the higheſt 
proſtitution of his time and office not to converſe with 
them upon thoſe ſubjects on which all their happineſs 
both here and hereafter depends ; and therefore he is not 
aſnam'd to introduce the bible in preference to a pack 
of cards, or to declare the love and grace of his Saviour, 
rather than hear or relate all the idle tittle tattle of the 
town. No, he leaves theſe things for thoſe who hope 
co be ſav'd by their own virtue and good works, whillt 
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it is the determination of ais heart to know nothin 
comparatively among his flock, but Jeſus Chriſt, 8 
him crucified. 

Mrs. C. You may run on as long as you pleaſe, Miſs 
out it is a certain evidence to me, that a perſon either, 
wants good breeding, or is a very great enthuſiaſt, who 
talks ſo much about religion. 

Miſs S. That the topic is a moſt unfaſhionable one, 
I very readily allow ; and yet the apoſtle Paul neither 
fear*d having his politeneſs calF'd in queſtion, or being 
branded as 175 enthuſiaſt, when he commanded us to 


exhort one another daily, to have our converſation in 


heaven; and to let our communication to be always ta 
the uſe of edifying, fit to miniſter grace unto the hear- 
ers (g). Now let not my dear Mrs. Clinker be angry, if 1 


deſire her to examine whether ſhe has not as much 1 5 


in direct oppoſition to theſe divine injunctions, as 1 
there were no ſuch words to be found in the bible. 

Mrs. C. 1 always talk of thoſe things that the reſt of 
my acquaintance talk about; and indeed I am not one 
of thoſe who are for making a ſhew of religion, and yet 
I truſt I have as good an heart as thoſe who are always 
canting, whining, "and praying. 

Miſs S. Though we are call'd upon to pray without 
cealing(h), which at leaſt means that our hearts ſhou'd be 
always in a praying frame, yet I am as much againſt 
canting and whining as you can be : however don't let 
us call 8 by wrong names, ſince theſe expreſſions 
are frequently made uſe of in order to pour contempt 
upon every hid that has the leaſt ſhadow of real piety. 
And tho? I don't mean to form any worſe judgment of 
your heart thanof my own, or of others, yet I neverfound 
it recorded in ſcripture that the heart of any individual is 
naturally good in the fight of God, but deceitful above 
all things, and def! perately wicked (i ); and I'm perſuaded 


that 
(g Heb. iii. 13. Phil. iii. 20. Eph. iv. 29. 
0 1 Theſſ. v. 17. (i) Jer. xvii. 9. 
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that if you cou'd but call to mind every. thing that has 
paſs'd in your heart this one day, even when you were en- 
gaged in your cloſet duties, how little you have thought 
about God and eternity, and how much about the world 
and yourſelf, that you wou'd find cauſe enough for the 
deepeſt repentance and humiliation, eſpecially when you 
reflect who it is that has ſaid, My fon give me thine 
heart (K).“ HM 


. o : & 


Mrs. C. But tho* nobody loves a good play or an in- 


nocent game at cards better than Mrs. Shuffleton, yet you 
muſt certainly allow that ſhe is a very, religious woman, 
for ſhe has prayers in her family night and morning, and 


gives both money and medicines to many poor ſick peo. | 


ple, and yet you know how much ſhe ſpoke againſt Mr. 
Jewel the other night at Lady Sguecſe ms. 

Miſs S. I believe indeed that there are few who go 
further in the externals of religion than Mrs. Shuffleton , 
but as ſoon as her duties are over do they leave any di- 
vine favor upon her heart? Does ſhe ſeem to make up 
her happineſs in Chriſt? Is ſhe not as trifling in her 
converſation, as worldly in her diſpoſition, and is ſhe 


not delighted with the very ſame follies and entertain- 


ments that amuſe the moſt abandon'd and profane ? 
However admitting all you ſay of Mrs. Shuffleton's de- 
yotion, yet we read in the Acts of the Apoſtles that de- 


vout women, have before now. been inſtrumental in raiſ- 


10g. perſecutions againſt the faithful miniſters of Chriſt. 

Mrs. C. Mercy on us, Pat, why you, wou'd con- 
demn all the good people in L r at this rate. And 
poſitively you make me quite ſick; I tell you I am 
for having every body good, without chattering and 
making a rout about it. | 

Miſs S. I ſincerely join with you in wiſhing that there 
was much leſs chattering and making routs than there is; 
but let us remember that light cannot be hid, and that 
ve are not to take a candle and put it under a buſhel, 


6 Prov. xxiii. 26. 


but 


but on a candleſtick, that all that are in the houſe may 
ſee the light(7): now real chriſtians are faid to be the light 


63240 


of the world, and the ſalt of the earth, and are compar'd 
to cities ſet on an hill (n); ſooner therefore can light itſelf 
be turned into darkneſs, ſooner can ſalt loſe its ſavor; 
and ſooner can an high conſpicuous city be inviſible to 
the eyes of the beholder, than a true believer can be 
unnoticed from the multitude of nominal profeffors 
round about him: But is it not ſtrange, that rho* we 
are creatures of a day, that tho? we have immortal ſouls 
within us which muſt be for ever happy or for ever 
miſerable ; that tho? Jeſus Chriſt has vouchſafed to die 
for our fins, and to riſe again for our juſtification ; yet 


that the grand ſubje& which moſt of all concerns us is 


the only one that is quite kept out of ſight. There is 
time enough to talk about dancing afſemblies and card 
aſſemblies; who and who made themſelves very partic u- 
lar together; who dreſſes the moſt genteely; and who 
makes themſelves the moſt awkward figure; who makes 
the grandeſt entertainments, and who gives the moſt pal- 
try dinners; we can hold forth for hours together about 
elections, polities, races, deaths, and marriages ; and 
nevertheleſs it but a ſingle word is dropp'd about Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the fal vation of the ſoul, filence or diſguſt is 


the immediate conſequence. 


Mrs. C. May be ſo. But I can never give up the ne- 

ceffity of a prudent coinpliance with the world. 
Miſs S. Then it is certain that you muſt give up your 
bible; but whilſt we are in health and ſpirits, and ſtran- 
ers to any work of grace upon the ſoul, we can plead 
as loudly. tor our favourite indulgences as the ſcriptures 
plead againſt them; but when a ſevere ſickneſs comes, 
and lays us upon the bed of languiſhing, and particu- 
Jarly when death rhe king of terrors ſtares us in the face, 
when anxious friends are weeping all around us, when 
the ſilent phyfician ſhakes his head, and the flutter- 
| | | ing 


( 25 ) 


ing puke indicates a ſpeedy diſſolution; in ſuch an hour, 
will it be a more comfortable reflection that we have = 
taro' divine grace devoted our whole hearts to the Savi- 
our of ſinners, or that we have ſtrenuouſly ſtood up for 
the expediency of giving up a part of them . world | 


and its gratifications ? 

Mrs. C. O dear, I ſhall certainly have the vapors — 
[nc it almoſt nine o'clock, Ma'am ? » 

Mi S. No Ma'am it has not yet ſtruck eight; bur 


give me leave to continue the ſubject, and to oblerve that 
when death and judgment 


Mrs. C. Pray Patty let's have done, fi I perceive 


that what Mrs. Blabington and Mrs. Cackleworth- told 


me the other day is too true—You are irrecoverably 
gone; however I hope theſe notions won't make you 
mopiſh and melancholy. 

Miſs 8..S0 far from it Madam that 1 never knew 
what ſolid happineſs was till I found it in religion, and 
whatever prejudices may be taken up againſt it by thoſe 
who are ſtrangers to its delights, yet one who had tried 
every earthly enjoyment affirm'd them to be all vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit (u); but ſpeaking of religion he 
lays her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs and all her 
paths are peace (o). 

Mrs. C. Indeed Miſs Patty it's later than you think 


for, therefore I ſhall wiſh you a good night: and I muſt 
ſay that 1 really believe you mean well; however I 
hope you won't make yourſelf ſo very particular, but 


will go a little more into the world. 
Miſs $. Whilſt T read ſuch texts in my bible as Be 


not conformed to this world (p). No man can ſerve two 
maſters (q). Whoſoever will be my diſciple, let him take 
up his ofa daily and deny himſelf and follow me (7). 
It any man love the world the love: of the father is not 
an him J). She that liveth in pleaſure is dead while ſhe 


liveth 
60 Eeel.i 14. (0) Prov. in. 17. (% Rom. xii. 2. (% Mat. vi. 24. 
(r) Mat. xvi. 4. % 1 John ii. 15. 
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| ( 26 ) 
liveth (:). Set your affections on things above, and 


not on things on the earth (#4). Strive to enter in at 


the ſtrait gate, for ſtrait is the gate and narrow is the 
way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it; becauſe wide is the gate and broad is the way 
which leadeth unto deſtruction and many there be which 
go in thereat (ww); I ſay, when I read theſe texts and a 
thouſand more of the like import, I can never believe 
that a divided heart is a ſacrifice with which God will 
be well pleaſed. 5 i | | 

Mrs. C. I ſtill think that all extremes ought to be 
avoided; and that it is ſafeſt to keep the middle way. 

| Miſs S. We read in ſcripture, as I was juſt now ob- 
ſerving of a ſtrait way to heaven, and a broad way to 
deſtruction, but we no where here read of a middle way 
however there is mention made of a middle tate between 
hot and cold, and the following is the ſentence which 
the word of inſpiration puniſheth upon all ſuch as are in 
that ſtate. I know thy works, that thou art neither cold 
nor hot: I wou'd thou: wert cold or hot. So then be- 
cauſe thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will ſpue thee out of my mouth(x). Here you ſee as an 
open enemy is preterable to a pretended friend, ſo they 
who are totally careleſs and indifferent about religion, 
are much leſs offenſive to God, than ſuch as are for 


keeping the middle way of lukewarmneſs; the reaſon of 


which muſt appear very clearly to you if you will ſuffer 


me to put the ſentiments of ſuch perſons into the form 


of a prayer, which we may ſuppoſe wou'd run in ſome 
ſuch expreſſions as the following. O Lord thy word 


e requires that I ſhou'd. love thee with all my heart, with 
all my mind, with all my ſoul, and with all my 


« ſtrength (5), that I ſhou'd renounce the world, and 
“ ſhou'd preſent myſelf as an holy, reaſonable and 
h Ht „lively 
(t) 1 Tim. v. 6. C Col. iii. 2. (ww) Mat. vii. 13. 
{x} Rev. iii. 16. 0 Mark. xii, 33. 


E this you appears reaſonable enough, but 
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«6 lively ſacrifice unto thee (2); but Lord theſe are 
«ſuch over righteous extremes as I cannot away, with; 


« therefore grant that thy love, and a moderate ſhare 
< of the love of this world, may both reign ih my 
Now my dear Madam if vou are ſhock*d' at ſuch a 
petition conſider that it is the exact language of your 


: - 


own. heart, whilſt you can plead for what you the 
wade way 10 FeRginon. nes, OO ICT Oe 
Mrs. C. To be ſure religion is not to be neglected, 
yet I am apprehenſiye leſt. ſo much of it ſhou'd make 
the .commen , ee 
_. Miſs S. Your objection madam is as old as Pharoah's 
time, when the oppreſs d Iſraelites requeſted leave to go 
and ſacrifice to the Lord in the wilderneſs ; the language 
of the hanghty monarch was, ye are idle! ye are idle( a)! 
therefore ye lay let us 89. and ſacrifice to our God (/ b). 
For my. own part 1 am ſo far from countenancing idle. 
neſs, that I believe it is as neceſſary for the common 
people to labour as to pray, and am well perſuade 
that the heart may often be engag'd in the work of 
heaven, whilſt the hands are about the neceſſary buſi- 
neſs of earth: nor can I maintain a favourable opinion 
of any man as a chriſtian, who makes religion an excuſe 
for neglecting his duty in the ſtation wherein God has 
plac'd him, and therefore thoſe two things which the 
apoſtle joins together, na man ought to put aſunder. 
Not ſlothful in buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving 
the Lord (c). nnr me; 1 _= Nee > 4 3 
Mrs. C. I muſt acknowledge that what 75 ſay on 


have ob- 
that during our whole converſation you have 
talk d to me juſt as if I was a very wicked bad creature. 
—Pray do you make ng difference between me and any 


ſery? 


naughty woman who walks the ſtreets. 


(e) Rom. xii. 1. a Exod.'y. 17. (4) Exod. v. 8. 
(e Rom. XiL 11. 
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_ Mi K. That there is 2 7 difference between qne 
| ſig. and anoth er in p int of Cui lt Ant aggravation ter 
eee yet by ore 15 1 5 of God I make ho & 
es dog, t be moſt decent formaliſt, an e 
abandon't d. prof ate, becquſe we. Fcripture 1 itſelf makes 
17 2 "havip 18 5 555 d1 in 17 5 S terms that there 1 1s n 
difference, Frng © 10 1 Wy: finned and come ſhort 
gf the g glory 1 Ignorance of this | important 
a is t Abena Us ehoulands, who! inſtead of com- 
| - paring themſelves with ve. law, and ſee; ng that the 
eaſt deviation from it them o 29 curſe, 
(for ſin is the Are 0 1155 law) (e) and the wa 
| of death 1 ), are ready to 8.7 out with | the phartlec 
| of © ol G 1 Ni the t 177 I am not as other men 
are (2); ; by this 1 90 their ſouls remain in blindneſs 
poth as to their diſeaſe ani 15 2 their remedy ; for as 
i g gives th them greater 0 ffence than to be told that 
bo ſtand d upon a level with the very publicans and har- f 
lots, and x 175 F the pride, enmity, unbelief and ſelf- 1 
righteouſpeſs of thei hearts are perhaps ſins of a deeper 
de than ole qutward n A which they condemn 
in others, ſo fo they will not be perſuaded but that God 
will be much more inclin'd to receſve them and to ſhew 
them mercy on account of ſomething that they think 
in d dd than he will to receive or ſhew mer- 
Cy .to thoſe who N gone great lengths i in the grofieft 
abominations. 1 
"Mrs, C. Tc can never think myſelf fo bad as you would 
make " : | 
| Miſs S. Tis not what 1 make you, but What the | 
word of od makes you that you ought to attend to: 
however, f you. will but call to mind What you ſaid of 
yourſelf laſt time you went to church and approach'd 
the Lord's table, you will find that your own mouth 
Condens! you N more than 1 have done; = you 
. : 5948 . 4. chen 


18 
4 4) N 233 C AR iii. 4+ % Rom. vi. 23. 
. (#4 Loke xvii. 1. 
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then confeſs d over and over agꝶin that vou were 3 Mit, 
fſerable ſinner, a loſt ſheep, chat the remembrance- 


your fins was grievous unto vou, and the burden 
them intolerable (A); and therefore you beſought God 


itifully to behold the ſorrows of your: heart; now if 


you did not feel the truth of, theſe expreſſions in your 


inmoſt ſoul, whilſt. ypu acknowledg'd them with your 
lips, it 15 to be „ have only been guilty. af a 
ſolemn mockery of the moſt high, and if you did feel 
che force of them, then it is certain that | have not ſer 
ou forth in any worſe colors than thoſe in which yd 
ave painted yourſelf, . 
Mrs. C, But I haye endeayoured to repent and 
amend; and upon this account I doubt not but God 
will 5 to me. Fs. n e 5 
. Miſs S. Repentance and amendment are certainly 
right in their proper place, and no ſoul ſhall be ſav 
without them; yet it is not on account of theſe thay - 
God will be merciful to any ſinner whatever, hut only 
on account of what Jeſus. has done and ſuffer d. Re- 
pentance, obedience, and even faith itſelf are not me: 
ritorious cauſes of our ſalvation, but they are thoſe 
8 and E which God is pleas d freely to beſtow, 
upon all thoſe whom he has taken into covenant with 
l Beſides, ſuppoſe you were to be ever ſo ſorry 
for in, this ſorrow wou'd indeed prove your guilt, 
but cou' din no wiſe undo what is pal „ 
Mrs. C. This doctrine is enough to drive one to deſ- 


274% S. I it drive you to deſpair of being ſav'd by 
any thing you have done, or can do, either in whole or 
in part, it is well; ſince this is the only way whereby 
you. can be brought to ſet a due value upon the goſpel 
of Chriſt; and when you can take him- as all your ſal- 
vation, and can rely upon his promiſes, then you will 

find that a ſenſe of your intereſt in him, and of his par- 
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love ſhed abroad in the heft, is the vety a | 


— of that gnawing corroſice ſenſation and ang 
3 which are Properly meant . the Word 

Pair: 3 e 

Mrs. C. Indeed, Miß Patty, 10 can bear it no tonger 
45 once more, good night. 

Mi §. Good night, Mrs. Ch . but 1 me not 
uy with you without one promiſe. 5g | 

Mrs. C. What is that? . rok 

Mi S. That you will not cubdu Mr. Jewel u upon 
che report of others; but that you will diveſt — 
of prejudice, and will go and hear for yourſelf, at leaſt 
three times, as it is impoſſible to form any e moet 
judgment of the general ſcope of a miniſter's preachin 
from one ſingle ſermon. Remember that when an Apel. 
tlepreach d, ſore went out contradicting and blaſphem- 
ing, but others had candour enough to fay, We will 
hear thee again as to this matter (z) :” therefore let me 
addlreſs Mrs. Clinter with * Go and do thou likewiſe: 
and if ſome ſhou'd be hardy enough to ſay, © He has a 
devil and is mad, why hear ye him (K),“ I truſt you will 
ſoon be convinc'd that the words which he ſpeaks are 
not the words of him that hath a devil. 

Mr. C. But his ſermons are ſo horribly Jong, and the 
FeWMher 1 is ſo wann Are I ſhall be both ard and ftary'd 
to deatein. 

Miss S. When. Fu came from the play laſt Tueſday 
evening, you ſaid you were ſo charm'd-that you cou'd 
have far all night, and yet you cannot bear to ſit one 
hour to hear the-word of God.— 'Tis true, a cold ſermon 
and a cold church are neither of them very deſireable; 
and if J had been one of Parſon 'Droner's auditors I 
ſhow'd willingly! have admitted his plea for coming to a 
ſpeedy concluſion” on account of the inclemency* of the 
weather; but I hope'when'you are at St. Gzles's you will 
hear ſomething which will at once command your atten- 
tion and arm your heart 

2945 Nase t Mrs. C. 
2 Acts xvii. 32. (1 John x. 20. 
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Mrs. C. For my part, I am well contented with my 
own pariſh church. ; "I 

Miſs S. And ſo ſhou'd I Madam if I cou'd hear the 
good old ſcripture doctrines of our own church conſtant- 
ly preach'd in it; otherwiſe I can fee no ſuch mighty 
attraction in church walls. We blame not the hun | 
beggar who wanders, from door to. door becauſe he has 
nothing to 5 ING _ are you yourſelf ſoon 
when you fee the, Lawyer Spal or Hout neighbour 
NM ge making ſuch NT Ragan where 
they, jay find the beſt tap, ſurely then ——. 


E 
* 


by wn ag 5 ar ne 
A. C. What à zealous creature you are to make 
converts to your own way of thinking 17 
Miſs S. When I ſee the great zeal of many to pro- 
more the ſervice of the warld, anq to-diſcountenance 
every” 1 - of godlineſs which. goes beyond the 
faſhion'ot the times, inſtead of fancying that I have any | 


9111 
wy 


ti | hat I h 
_ Unrieceſſar "dais of zeal for God, I may juſtly, be 
aſhamꝰd of my cowardice, eſpecially when 1 conſider how 


m — But why does my friend ſuppoſe that reli- 
gion is merely a way of thinking; whereas it is nothing 
eſs than a change of ſtate, and a change of nature, and 
chetefote ſet forth in ſcripture by the ſtriking expreſ- 


good a maſter 1 ſerve, and how good a cauſe I am en- 


ſions of a new birth (1) and a new creation ( %. 


"Ae. 0. {Pulling the bell] take the har Mam 
of ringing the bell for Sam to come up,, and open the 
ſtkeg#'door—Good. night, Miſs Steady, good. night.. 
0 b. cle, ire. Sade, T heargly with you well 


THEE ITED — 


0 Jonili.g. (=) 2 Cor. fg. 17. 


THE END. 
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